8                       NOTES ON ARISTOPHANES.
524. The passage cited from the Pytine of Cratinus in the Scholia must either not be in that drama, or the poet must allude here to some other similar passage; as the Pytine was not played till the following year, and (as the Scholia say afterwards) written upon the provo cation here given by Aristophanes.
534. Crates; his various success. Aristophanes assigns his reasons for not before exhibiting any drama in his own name.
586. The comick chorus (as the Scholiast informs us, and see also Aves, v. 298) consisted of twenty-four persons, the tragick chorus but of fifteen. They were (sometimes) composed of men, women, and children, mixed, as in the Vespos, <fcc. Casaubon, in his notes to v. 495, gives an account of the Parabasis and of its seven parts, namely, the Ko/^aT6ov, Hapapacns (proprie dicta), MaKpov or Ili/tyo?, Srpoc/j?^ E^-tpp?^a, AJ/TC-
596. The humour of these lines, and of the naval expedition of the horses, is hardly intelligible at present. . 701. IlpoeSpta was an honour conferred on principal citizens for their services : every one was obliged to give them place in the assembly, the senate, the theatre, &c. Cleon had this honour after his success at Sphacteria.
782. 'Irjv ev 2aA,a/uvt. It is plain what part he means : but why does he call it so 1
790. Eros oySooi'. Must be understood of the eighth year only beginning.
810. ft TroXts Apyous. The sharpness of this parody of Euripides consists in this : Cleon, under a pretence of an embassy to Argos, was suspected of carrying on a